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Holiday Happenings 
 
Fall is upon us and winter will be right behind it, which means SANTA CLAUS will be here 
for his annual visit on December 25th, but rumor has it that he may just visit Otisville a  
couple of times earlier in the month.  Be sure to mark your calendars for December 5th and 
December 7th. 
 
Our holiday festivities are scheduled to begin on Saturday, December 5th, 4:00pm at the  
Presbyterian Church with a performance by the Church Choir under the direction of Sue 
Conklin.  This is an event you don’t want to miss.  So please join us and enjoy a wonderful 
Christmas concert.  After this magnificent performance, the festivities will continue at the 
Otisville Firehouse for the annual Tree Lighting Celebration with Santa at 5:30pm.  Everyone 
is invited to join us in Fireman’s Hall for refreshments while the children visit with Santa. 
 
This year the Patriot Tree Lighting will be Monday, December 7th at 5:30pm.  Each year we 
light this red, white and blue tree, located on the Square at the top of Main Street near the 
bridge, in honor of our Veterans.  This year the Patriot Tree Lighting event will coincide with 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day (December 7th, 1941).  Please come out and join us for this 
annual event to honor, support and remember the people who have served our country and 
have made it possible for us to enjoy the freedoms we have today.  Refreshments will follow 
immediately after the ceremony at the Village Hall, and all are invited.   
 
And then … that same evening, Monday, December 7th, Santa will be visiting Otisville once 
again, when he returns to light the Christmas Tree in front of the Town Hall on Rt. 211.   
Santa is expected to arrive by 6:45 for this tree lighting.  The ceremony will be followed by 
even more refreshments at the Town Hall.  What a delightfully festive evening that will be!   



  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Mayor’s Desk 

In this Mayor’s article, I would like to focus my attention on local teenager, Jeremy Viatas, 
who wanted to earn his Eagle Scout Badge by doing a Community Project for the Village of 
Otisville. 
Jeremy approached me to talk about his desire to earn his Eagle Scout Badge and to discuss 
possible concepts and ideas for his project.  After some thought, Jeremy decided to construct 
a planter/sign for the Berger’s Field Baseball Field located on Finchville Turnpike for the 
whole community to see and enjoy.  Jeremy created a plan, including a set of drawings, of 
how he would construct the planter. He submitted the plans to the Village Building and  
Planning Department for approval.  Jeremy also followed up several times, during the  
process, with the Building Inspector in order to make sure he was in compliance with all 
codes.  In addition to dealing with the Village, Jeremy also had to present his project details 
to the Eagle Scout Board for approval in order to be sure he it was an acceptable project and 
met all requirements of the Boys Scouts of America.   
Jeremy’s Eagle Scout project was completed in mid-August, and is located in the parking lot 
of the Little League Field on Finchville Turnpike, across from Dr. Roeder’s Veterinary  
Hospital.  The project was completed at no cost to the Village, because the Eagle Scout  
process required Jeremy to solicit funding and donations of materials and supplies from local 
businesses.   
Remember, Jeremy did this for our community!  So when you are traveling in the area of the 
Little League Fields, please take a moment to stop and admire Jeremy’s hard work.  This 
beautiful planter/sign recognizes Max Berger, who donated the property to the Village of 
Otisville many years ago so that there would always be a place for our local youth to play 
baseball.   
To Jeremy I would like to say, “Thank you for a JOB WELL DONE!” 



Newly Adopted Local Laws 
 

The Water Law and Garbage Law have recently been updated.  We encourage all of our  
residents, homeowners and renters alike, to review these laws so that they will be aware of 
the changes that have been adopted.  You can print off a copy of each of these two laws by  
visiting the Village Website at www.villageofotisville.com   If you don’t have access to a 
computer and printer, feel free to stop by the Village Hall during regular office hours to ask 
for a copy.   

******** 
In an effort to keep our Village looking beautiful, the Village Board also adopted an  
amendment to the Zoning Law regulating Outdoor Storage in all areas.  Here are some of 
the  
stipulations in that law: 
 There shall be no outdoor storage, for any purpose, of vehicles, trailers, goods,  
       commodities, supplies, or rubbish in the front yard of any residential structure.   

 

 All undeveloped lots and front yards of residential structures must be kept free of       
machinery, discarded appliances and furniture, all forms of rubbish and junk, and  

      disorderly or unsightly piles of building materials.  Accumulated rubbish, debris and  
      discarded building materials associated with an ongoing construction, renovation, or  
      improvement project must be removed weekly.   
 
 All undeveloped lots must be kept free of partially dismantled, abandoned or inoperable 

vehicles.  A vehicle which has not moved off the property for a period of one year shall 
be presumptive evidence that the vehicle is inoperable and/or abandoned.   

 
 All front and side yards of residential structures must be keep free of partially             

dismantled vehicles; no more than one inoperable or un-registered vehicle may be stored 
in the open, and only in the side or rear yard of the residential structure.  No inoperable 
vehicle, or portion of a vehicle, may be converted or used as an accessory or portable 
storage unit.   

 
 Outdoor storage of any type authorized elsewhere in the Village’s Comprehensive    

Zoning Law, shall be located at least ten (10) feet from any property line and shall not be 
placed closer to the principal building of an adjoining lot than to the principal building 
on the lot where it is stored.  If both side and rear yards are available for such storage, 
the location with the least visibility from streets and neighboring   property, as deter-
mined by the Code Enforcement Officer, must be used.     
 

This law also stipulates that “Any properties in violation of these regulations on the date of 
the adoption of this local law shall be given 90 days from that date to remediate such  
violations (s).”   So take a few minutes right now to look around your property to see if you 
might be in violation of any of these requirements.  If you find some things that need to be  
addressed, you have time to take care of them since the law provides for that 90 day grace 
period.   



Canine Corner 
 

It seems we waited for summer’s arrival, then waited and waited and waited some more. Way 
too soon, here comes winter!  It promises to be another long, cold season. Here are just a few 
reminders about caring for our canine friends during the winter months.  
 
If you are going to have your dog outside for any length of time other than walking them, you 
must provide adequate shelter. They have to have protection from the weather and wind. 
They also must have water. Very few breeds can stay out in below freezing temperatures for 
other than short periods. Don't forget that if it's windy it will be colder than the thermometer 
may read. You will want to make sure your canine companions get some exercise. My dog 
HATES the snow and cold. But she will come out and play with me in it. We'll run around 
and she will chase a stick. At the first sign of her getting chilled, we go back inside.  
 
Every time my dog goes out in the winter I have her sit just inside the door when I bring her 
in so that I can wipe her paws off. You want to make sure there isn't any snow or ice between 
their toes or stuck to their fur.  If you are using salt of any kind, it's important to make sure 
you remove it from the dog’s paws by using a damp cloth. It can cause serious damage to 
their pads if it’s not removed, and it only takes a moment to wipe them off.  
 
On another note, you may have already noticed that we have a new Dog Control Vehicle.  
The old DCO truck needed to be taken out of service, so the Village purchased a police  
vehicle from Town of Mt. Hope which had been placed on the Town’s surplus list.  The  
Village DWP then modified the car so that it could be used by the DCO to transport dogs 
when necessary.   
 
That’s it for now.  Stay warm. Have a safe winter. 
Remember: License your dog. It's the Law and it's less expensive than a citation. 
 
Woof till next time. DCO-Tom (845) 597-6033 e-mail: otisaco@live.com OR  
dogcontrol@townofmounthope.org 



DATES to REMEMBER in 2016 
For Village of Otisville Residents 

 
 

SINGLE - STREAM RECYCLING SCHEDULE 
ALL OF YOUR RECYCABLES CAN GO IN THE SAME CONTAINER 

 
JANUARY 4 (Monday) 

JANUARY 15 & 29 
FEBRUARY 12 & 26 

MARCH 11 & 25 
APRIL 8 & 22 
MAY 6 & 20 
JUNE 3 & 17 

JULY 1, 15 & 29 
AUGUST 12 & 26 

SEPTEMBER 9 & 23 
OCTOBER 7 & 21 

NOVEMBER 4 & 18 
DECEMBER 2, 16 & 30 

 
Other Dates to Remember 

 
 
CHRISTMAS TREE PICKUP:   JANUARY 11th, 2016 
 
 
BULT TRASH PICKUP:  The week of APRIL 25th, 2016 

The DPW will pick up trash on each street only one time during this week.   
Remember that trash must be placed curbside by 7:00 a.m. on Monday, April 25st  
because you don’t know which day they will be picking up on your street. Please keep 
your trash pile separate from the regular garbage cans you set out for pickup that 
week.  
 

Important note:  Televisions, computer  monitors and other  electronic equipment are 
 classified as household hazardous waste and WILL NOT BE PICKED UP.                    
 
HYDRANTS WILL BE FLUSHED:  
MARCH 21st to 23rd  &  AUGUST 15th to 17th  - WEATHER PERMITTING       
 
 FALL LEAF PICKUP:  NOVEMBER 14th, 2016 



Important Information about Recycling 
 
Recycling impacts our environment proportionately to your level of involvement.  We are all 
required to recycle, so stay involved and help make a positive impact.  Recyclables, in  
accordance with the Solid Waste Management Act and Orange County Law, include the  
following items:  Newspapers, mixed paper, cardboard, glass bottles, metal cans, plastic  
containers and other items.  A more thorough listing of these items can be found on the  
Village website at: www.villageofotisville.com 
 
Recyclables are picked up every other Friday, and must be placed at the curb in appropriate 
containers.  Recyclables placed in BAGS WILL NOT BE PICKED UP.  For the convenience 
of our residents, and ONLY Village residents, we also provide a central location in the DPW 
Yard behind the Village Hall where Single-Stream Recycling Materials can be deposited into 
the dumpsters provided for this purpose. Remember that these items cannot be in plastic 
bags.  Before dropping off your recyclables please remember to sign the logbook located in 
the entrance of the Village Hall.   
 
PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE ANY OTHER ITEMS at the Recycling Area.  Recently, we have 
had many different items appear that now have to be properly disposed.  Not only does this 
become unsightly and unsafe, it induces vermin habitation.  None of which anyone wants 
here in the village.  If you have questions about the recycling of specific items and/or  
schedules for Pick-Ups you can refer to our Village Website.  
 
Also please note that effective January 1st, 2016 the Recycling Area behind the Village Hall 
will only be open from 9 a.m. until 2:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
 

Remember:  Recycling is Everyone’s Responsibility ! 
 
Wishing You and Your Family a Warm Winter and a Safe Happy Holiday Season.   
 
DPW Superintendent                                      DPW Commissioner 
Frank Valentino                                              Ike Palmer 



Winter is Almost Upon Us 
So Be Prepared and Don’t Forget About . . .  

 
Village Law stipulates that “There shall be no parking on streets within the Village of  
Otisville between the hours of 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. from October 1st to April 1st.”  This law is 
intended to ensure that streets can be properly cleaned during winter storms and that the  
snowplows will not be blocked by parked vehicles.  It is important for you to understand that 
this law applies every day during the winter months - not only when it snows.  As an  
additional reminder, only official Village vehicles are permitted to park overnight in any  
municipal parking lot, including the Fire House parking lot.  The one exception to this law is 
that there are spaces specifically designated at the back of the parking lot on Main Street for 
overnight parking, but these spaces are clearly marked.  Complying with these parking  
regulations becomes of critical importance during the winter months. It helps ensure that our 
streets and other public areas can be properly cleared as soon as possible and that we can all 
remain safe.  Anyone found to be in violation of these parking laws is subject to receiving a 
parking ticket from the Mount Hope or NYS Police.  Thanks, in advance, for your  
cooperation.  
 

************ 
 

Oh No, It’s Mr. Snow!   Yes, it’s time once again to dig out your  snow shovels and tune 
up the snow blowers, as winter weather will soon be upon us.  Those of you whose residences 
have a sidewalk are responsible for ensuring that the sidewalk is kept in a clean and safe  
condition following a storm.  Village law states that within twelve hours after a storm, each 
owner, lessee, tenant, or occupant, shall remove snow and ice from the sidewalk to a width of 
thirty (30) inches.  
It is also against New York State law to deposit snow, ice, debris in any roadway.   This 
means that you can’t put snow from your driveway back out into the street.  
These laws are intended to ensure the safety of our residents and guests.  We would like to 
thank you in advance for your cooperation in these matters. 
 

************ 
 

Stay Tuned for Updates:  As the winter  is quickly approaching, from time to time it may 
become necessary to reschedule certain Village functions i.e. meetings, recycling, garbage 
pick-up, office hours, etc.   Closing and rescheduling information can be found at 
www.HudsonValleyClosings.com, as well as on the village website 
www.villageofotisville.com  , or by listening to any of the following radio/internet stations: 
 WPDH 101.5 fm or www.wpdh.com 
 WRRV 92.7 fm/96.9 fm or www.wrrv.com 
 WKXP/WZAD 94.3 fm/97.3 fm or www.943thewolf.com 



From the desk of DPW Superintendent, Frank Valentino, Jr. 

The Department of Public Works has been busy with various projects around the village as 
well as our normal routine summer maintenance such as crack filling and patching blacktop 
on numerous streets throughout the village, as well as the parking lot at the Firehouse. The 
DPW crew repaired catch basins on Field Road and Orchard Street, installed 200 feet of 
drainage pipe and two catch basins on Walker Street, and dug up and repaired several water 
services that were leaking.   With winter nearly upon us, the DPW crew has also been busy 
working on the trucks and equipment getting things ready for winter so we can keep the  
village roads clear and safe when the winter weather arrives.  
 

I also want to thank the DPW crew for doing a great job getting these projects completed. 

Water Test Results:   
The water test results received from the Orange county Department of health for the months 
of June 2015 through Sept 2015 indicate that each sample taken was free of the  
microbiological contaminants coliform and E. Coli. The chlorine residual's range from 0.33to 
1.28 MGL which are all within acceptable levels. The samples were taken at the Otisville  
Village Hall bathroom hand sink and at the Booster Pump Station. 

The Parks Committee Sends 
Special Thanks to the Country Garden Club and to Lee & Liz Runnalls 

 
Visitors to Veterans Memorial Park know what a unique place it is.  In the heart of any  
community, a quiet country-like setting is really unusual.  Otisville is fortunate to have this 
park.  But did you know that our park land was once a farmer’s field? Not so long ago, this 
land had been cleared of all trees.  When farming stopped, fast-growing trees took over the 
open land.  Many of these trees are relatively short-lived species and nearing the end of their 
lives. 
The trees in the park are predominantly swamp maples and ash. Both of these species are now 
threatened by new diseases and pests.  Every spring we have seen a continued die off of trees 
and can observe others that are beginning to fail. 
Thanks to the generosity of the Country Garden Club and a few of our residents, an effort has 
been made to plant new species in our park each year.  For several years the Garden Club has 
done plantings in observance of Arbor Day.  This year, the Garden Club with the help of the 
DPW, planted a sycamore tree and Lee & Liz Runnalls donated a locust tree in memory of a 
family member who died in WW II. (What a lovely way to honor someone’s memory!)  
These two trees can be found along the walking path near the pavilion. 
If you would like to make a donation towards planting another shade tree in our park, please 
contact the Village Hall and Ike Palmer, our Parks Commissioner, will get back to you to  
discuss the donation.  Your tax-deductible donation will be used only for acquiring and  
planting shade trees in Veterans Park. 



Veterans Memorial Park 

Final approval was recently received on a grant application for improvements at Veterans 
Memorial Park.  This grant of nearly $50,000.00 from Senator Bonacic will allow us to make 
some significant improvements to the park.  Most of these monies are already earmarked for 
the following improvements based on the grant application request: 
 
 Resurfacing of the walking track 
 Playground improvements with age appropriate equipment 
 Park benches in playground area 
 Mulch around trees 
 
These improvements will only make our park an even better place to play, exercise, and 
gather for events.  We are hoping to get started on some of these projects soon.  So look  
forward to the upcoming changes. 
 

Every time I drive by the park I see someone; whether they’re walking the dog, relaxing  
under the pavilion, jogging or kids in the playground. 
 

I would like to thank everyone for picking up after your dog and helping to keep our park 
clean and enjoyable for everyone.  
 

We have had a busy season this year with the pavilion rentals.  Anyone interested in renting 
the pavilion, just stop by the Village Hall for available dates and to review the Rental  
Agreement.  
 

Lastly, the Village Park Committee is still looking for volunteers.  If you are interested or 
know anyone who may be interested, and can spare a few hours a month, please call the  
Village Hall at 386-5172 and leave a message for Ike Palmer - Park Commissioner. 

Here’s a Great Opportunity to Get More Involved in Your Community 
 

These days we all live very busy lives, and you may have found yourself thinking that you’d 
like to get more involved in the community but are afraid of making too large of a time  
commitment.  Well, here’s an opportunity you might just be interested in considering.  There 
is currently an opening on the Village Planning Board.  This board ordinarily meets just once 
a month, on the first Wednesday of the month at 7 o’clock.  There is an occasional second 
meeting if a public hearing needs to be held.  If this sounds like an opportunity for you to 
“give back” to our wonderful community, please contact Mayor Wona to discuss the position 
further.  The Mayor holds office hours from 6 to 8 p.m. on the Wednesday prior to each  
Village Board Meeting.  If that’s not a convenient time for you, simply call the Village Hall 
386-5172 and let the Clerk know that you’d like to speak to the Mayor.  He will gladly get 
back to you to arrange to meet with you at another time. 



 
Village Website and Village Calendar 

www.villageofotisville.com    
 

If you haven’t had a chance to check out the Village website, why not take a few minutes to 
do so.  You’ll find a wealth of information about the Village as well as numerous links which 
will allow you find information on a variety of community topics.  Please note that the  
calendar is still under development.  Not all information is listed yet, including some of the 
Village Board meetings.  
 
The Village Hall is open for business Monday – Friday from 9a.m. – 3p.m. 
Village Board meetings are conducted the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. 
Planning Board meets the 1st Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. 
Zoning Board of Appeals meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. 
Building Inspector has office hours each Wednesday from 6 – 8 p.m. 
 
The Mayor’s office hours have recently changed.  Mayor Wona now holds office hours on the 
Wednesday before the Village Board Meeting from 6 – 8 p.m. 

Village of Otisville 
66 Highland Ave. 

Otisville, New York 10963 


