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VILLAGE ELECTIONS 2015   

 
 
 
 
 

Village Elections will be held on Wednesday, March 18, 2015 for the positions of 
Mayor and two Village Trustees.  Polls are open from 12 noon to 9:00 p.m. at 
Village Hall, 66 Highland Avenue, and Otisville.  If you are a registered voter  

residing in the Village of Otisville you are eligible to vote in this election.  If you 
are new to our area and still need to re-register to vote, or if you would like to 

check your registration status, please contact the Orange County Board of  
Elections at (845)291-2444 or stop by Village Hall and the  

Village Clerk can provide you with a registration application.   
 

Any Village resident who will be unavailable to vote in person on March 18th 
can contact the Village Clerk to request an absentee ballot application.  Phone:  

386-5172 or email:  
villageclerk@villageofotisville.com  



  
 

From the Mayor’s Desk 

 I would like to start by wishing everyone a Happy 2015.  I hope the holiday season 
was full of joy and happiness for everyone.  At the beginning of the New Year, the Village 
adopted single source recycling pickup and changed its recycling schedule.  Single stream 
recycling means you can mix bottles, cans, paper and cardboard in one container when you 
put out to the curb for pickup.  Recycling is now picked up every other Friday.  We  
understand that it will take some time to get use to the new schedule so don’t be frustrated if 
you miss one of the assigned weekly pickup days.  If you have lost the pickup schedule that 
was mailed to you, you can always stop down to the Village Hall to get another one, or  
simply call the clerks at 386 5172 and ask them to email a copy to you.   
 This has been a very busy winter for us. We finished phase one of the Seybolt Avenue 
water main replacement project just before the frost got into the ground.  We have secured 
more grant money from Community Development and Senator Bonacic’s office for phase 
two of the project, which we hope to begin by early summer. The Village is methodically 
moving forward replacing our aged water main system, while still keeping taxes as low as 
possible while completing each part of the project. I would like to thank Community  
Development and Senator Bonacic for always giving the Village of Otisville consideration 
when grant money becomes available.   
 I would now like to thank those men and woman who serve in our Village Fire  
Department. They keep us safe throughout the year, ready to respond at a moment’s notice 
when the alarm goes in.  The State of New York is continually increasing the requirements 
for these men and women to serve.  A greater amount of classroom time and stricter criteria 
for certifications, all require that these ladies and gentlemen spend a lot of time away from 
their families in order to fulfill these requirements.  I would like to thank, not only our own 
firefighters, but anyone who volunteers their time as a firefighter or other emergency  
response personnel.  It is your dedication and willingness to make personal sacrifices to serve 
the community that keeps all of us safe and secure.  
 The Otisville DPW workers, along with the office staff, work hard to keep things  
running smoothly in the Village in order to make our residents’ daily lives a little easier.  The 
DPW has done a wonderful job with the terrible winter weather we have incurred over the 
past several months, and they are already gearing up for spring and summer projects.  The 
Village Clerks are responsive to residents’ questions and problems on a daily basis. They 
work hard with the Village trustees and myself to ensure that business at the Village Hall runs 
as efficiently as possible.  
 Before closing, I would like to give a special thanks to Heidi Phillips for volunteering 
her time as Layout Editor for the Village newsletter and for doing it in such an excellent  
manner.   



From the Desk of Kenneth Coppola, Trustee 

 This will be my last article as a Village Trustee as I have decided not to run for another 
term. I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who helped me during my last 
four years serving you, especially all who had enough confidence in me to vote me into office. 
I hope I didn't disappoint you in any way.  I also want to thank my fellow Trustees and our 
Mayor who I could rely on for their help at any time.  
 
 

  Now to get on to my article. First up is Veterans Memorial Park. The park is open all 
winter for those of you brave enough to use it during the crazy winter we been having. Our 
DPW workers try to clean it as soon as possible after a snow storm, but please understand that 
our Village roads and sidewalks come first.  After these are completed the crew makes every 
effort to clean the park parking lot and walking trail.  However, remember that there are no 
bathrooms available for the winter months.  Last winter we installed electric heaters in the 
bathrooms but found out this to be too expensive and not a wise use of tax dollars.  Thank you 
to all of you who are using the park for walking your dogs and taking care to pick up after 
them.  
 
 

 Next I want to thank our DPW crew for the outstanding job they are doing this winter 
with keeping our streets clean during the many snow storms we’ve had. At times the job has 
been tough, as we were down two trucks that needed repair.  So again, a big thank you to 
Frank and his crew for keeping our streets clear and safe.   
 
 

 I’d also like to remind all Village home owners that you are responsible for keeping the 
sidewalk in front of your house clear of snow and ice.  The Village tries to help by plowing the 
sidewalks after a snowfall, but this is done as a courtesy, and there will be times when they 
just can’t get do it because other emergencies arise.  Whether the village clears the sidewalks 
with the machine or not, our local law states that it is the homeowner’s responsibility to keep 
the sidewalks clear.  Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.               



Looking Back Over the Past Year – by Ike Palmer, Village Trustee 

 I can’t believe nearly a year has already gone by since being elected a Trustee.  I 
would like to thank everyone for giving me this opportunity to serve you and our community.  
This past year has been an opportunity to meet more people, share more ideas, and learn new 
things. 
 I would like to thank my fellow Board members for being patient with me when I 
asked questions and then offer me an explanation, for being open to new ideas and offering 
suggestions.  Everyone has been very supportive and I certainly do appreciate it. I am looking 
forward to next year and working with the dedicated groups of people we have serving our 
community.  This of course includes our Department of Public Works, Building Department, 
Fire Department, Planning Board, Zoning Board, our numerous Volunteer groups, and our 
always-helpful office staff.  
 I got a peek behind the curtain and it was amazing! 
 The Village is always looking for community minded individuals who might like to 
become more involved.  Many of us got our start by joining the Planning Board or the  
Zoning Board of Appeals.  While there are not any current vacancies on these boards, the 
Mayor likes to have a list of interested candidates to select from when vacancies do arise.  If 
you think you might be interested in something like this, stop by and have a talk with the 
Mayor during his office hours – which are 6 to 8 p.m. on the Wednesday preceding each  
Village Board meeting.       

What will become of the historic Otisville School Building? 
Many of our local residents have graduated from here, others have had children attend 

school here, but since 2008 the fate of the former Otisville Elementary School has yet to be 
determined.  The school was originally built in 1914 and finally closed its doors when the 
new Otisville Elementary School opened on Mount Hope Road. Whether, for nostalgic     
sentimental reasons or for historical preservation there is a lot of interest in the fate of this old 
structure.  
 The Town of Mount Hope has been exploring different options since 2008.   Last year 
the Town of Mount Hope formed the Historic Otisville School Committee to take on the task 
of exploring feasible options for the building’s future.  Options including demolition, sale, 
and renovating/repurposing the building have all been discussed and continue to be explored.  
Some meetings were with various professional resources.  Recently, the committee gave a 
presentation at a Town of Mount Hope Board Meeting.  This presentation can be viewed in 
its entirety at www.mounthopeunited.org. 

The committee has been meeting for over a year and continues to meet at the Otisville 
Presbyterian Church.  Meetings are generally once a month and are open to the public.  We 
welcome village and town residents to attend these meetings and share their ideas for the  
future of this historic building!  For more information, contact Committee Chair Frank 
Ketcham at (845) 386-8273 or Village Trustee Ike Palmer at (845) 386-9760 who also serves 
on the committee. 

Submitted by:  The Historic Otisville School Committee 

Preserving the Past, Looking to the Future 



From the desk of the DPW Superintendent, Frank Valentino Jr. 

 The department of public works crew has been very busy this winter with all the ice and 
snow storms. Keeping the streets safe for our residents and visitors is always a top priority. It's 
been a rough winter and we’d already used about 75% of our snow removal operating budget 
by the middle of February.  The DPW crew has also been busy in the garage working on  
snowplows, replacing snow plow blades, and repairing trucks and equipment.  The extreme 
cold has caused multiple water main breaks this winter, including two main breaks on Orchard 
Street and two on Emboden Avenue, as well as numerous water service breaks to individual  
residences.  Thanks to the diligence of the DPW crew, all have been dug up and repaired.  
 But let's think spring! With the warm weather just around the corner it's time to start 
putting the snow and ice issues behind us and begin looking forward to summer projects. Due 
to this year’s harsh winter we will have a lot of blacktop patching to do on some of the Village 
streets. We are also looking forward to continue upgrading our water main system by replacing 
some more of the 4 inch water mains in the village. In addition, we hope to be able to do more 
crack filling, oil and chipping and micro-sealing various streets.  All of these projects depend 
on finances, time and weather.  
 I especially want to thank the DPW crew for putting in a lot of extra hours and losing a 
lot of sleep to work during the snowstorms to keep our streets safe and passable and to repair 
the water main breaks as quickly as possible.  Keep up the good work! 
 I’m always happy to report that the water test results received from the Orange county 
Department of health were good.  For the months of August 2014 through January 2015, test 
results indicate that each sample taken was free of the microbiological contaminants coliform 
and E. coli. The chlorine residual's range from 0.2to 2.5 MGL which are all within acceptable 
levels. Samples were taken at the Otisville Correctional Facility’s main gate and CNC Tavern 
on Main Street.  

INFLATABLE POOLS – A message from the Building Inspector  

 
 

 We’re all looking forward to warmer weather, and if you’re thinking about getting a 
pool this summer, please be sure to stop by and see the Building Inspector first - as you will 
most likely need to obtain a permit.  Many residents purchase inflatable/quick-set swimming 
pools as a seemingly low cost alternative to an above ground pool.  However, the use of these 
pools violates NYS Building Codes unless specific requirements are met.  The NYS Code  
requirements are as follows: 
 Any above ground pool, including inflatable pools, which are capable of holding 24  
inches or more of water, must be enclosed within a 4 foot high fence.  (Traditional above 
ground pools with solid walls at least 48 inches above grade are exempt from the fencing  
requirement if the pool ladder is removable or lockable.) 
 Access gates on required pool enclosures must be self-closing and self-latching. 
 The pool’s pump must be UL listed and plugged into a GFCI outlet. 
 A NYS approved swimming pool alarm must be installed. 
 As you can see, that low cost inflatable pool could wind up costing you a lot more than 
you thought it would.  Talk to the Building Inspector before you buy one! 



My Car’s Brakes Contain What??? 
 
 In our last newsletter I talked about STORMWATER RUNOFF.  If you recall  
stormwater runoff is the rainwaters and melting snows flowing over land or impervious  
surfaces (e.g. paved streets, parking lots, rooftops, etc.) and does not leach into the soil.  As the 
runoff flows over these surfaces it collects debris, chemicals, sediments and other  
contaminants that could adversely affect the water quality if the runoff discharge is not treated. 
 Sometimes the source of contaminants is everyday items we would never consider, 
like, the car we drive.  It could be fluid leaking from our vehicle, such as: motor oil,  
anti-freeze, power steering fluid, brake fluid, etc. Or, it could be the brakes themselves.   
 Recently, the EPA and the automotive industry signed an agreement to reduce the 
amount of copper and other materials in motor vehicle brake pads.  The Copper-Free Brake 
Initiative calls for reducing copper in brake pads to less than 5% by 2021 and 0.5% by 2025.  
This initiative also calls for cutting the amount of mercury, lead, cadmium, asbestiform fibers 
and chromium-6 salts in motor vehicle brake pads.  The reduction of these chemicals  
contaminants in the storm water runoff will keep them from running off into our streams, riv-
ers, and lakes where it can do harm. 
 This is just another example where the EPA has teamed up with an industry and its 
technology to address a problem and protect our environment. 

Did You Notice a Streetlight in Need of Repair? 
 
 If you see a streetlight in need of repair, please contact us at the Village Hall.  The 
more information you can provide the quicker we can submit the Work Request to Orange & 
Rockland. 
 IF IT IS SAFE for you to approach the telephone pole, please obtain the 10 digit ID on 
the pole.  These numbers can be found on the telephone pole, usually about 7 feet above the 
ground, on two separate tags (5 digits on each tag).  The tags have a yellow background with 
black numerals. 
 If it is NOT safe for you to approach the pole or the tags are missing, please give us a 
location for the telephone pole, with as much information as possible (street number, 
intersection, etc.) so that we can retrieve whatever information is necessary for Orange & 
Rockland.  We will also need to know what the problem is: not working at all, goes on and off, 
stays on all the time, etc. 
 Thanks for your help and cooperation.  Remember the light doesn’t have to be your 
own street; we can all help to monitor the streetlights in our community.  So, if you’re out  
driving around and notice a light that’s not working properly, give us a call.  386-5172 



Mount Hope Seniors  
 

 The Mount Hope Seniors will be kicking off their 2015 year with a one o’clock  
meeting on Tuesday, March 10th at the Senior Center on Baker Street.  Business meetings are 
conducted the second Tuesday of each month and begin at one o’clock.  The agenda for 
these meetings usually includes a guest speaker.  A social meeting is held on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month at noon and includes a covered dish luncheon.  

 

 In addition to these bi-monthly meetings, there is an exercise group that meets 
several mornings a week, and a full slate of trips has already been planned for 2015.  In 
addition to a series of reasonably priced day trips, we’re also planning a three day trip to 
Maine in July for a Lobsterfest, and then we’ll be heading off to Lancaster, PA in early 
November for another overnight adventure.  

 

 Non-members are always welcome to attend as guests and, if they wish, are free to 
come to a couple of meetings before deciding if they wish to join.  The only requirement for 
membership is that you must have already celebrated your 55th birthday.  Annual dues are 
just $12 a year.  So think about joining us on March 10th to hear more details about the 
exciting year ahead. 
 
Diane Loeven, President     

Volunteer Opportunity   
 
 
 
 

Are you looking for a way to "give back" or "pay it forward?"  

 

 Well, the Hometown Helpers are seeking caring individuals from the Otisville/
Mount Hope area who are interested in helping seniors and other adults with disabilities to 
remain safely and independently in their homes.   

 

 Hometown Helpers is a community based, not-for-profit organization comprised 
solely of volunteers.  If you can spare even one hour a month, it could make an enormous 
difference in someone's quality of life.  

 

 A training session for new and potential volunteers will be conducted on Monday 
evening, March 23rd from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Otisville Village Hall, 66 Highland  
Avenue.   If you are interested in becoming a Hometown Helper, or would just like to learn 
more about the program, please join us that evening.  

 
 

All you need is a willing spirit  

 
 

 Those attending the training session should bring their driver's license and proof of 
car insurance.  It isn’t necessary to pre-register for the training as walk-ins are always  
welcome.  If you’d like more information about the training or the organization itself, feel 
free to contact Diane Loeven 386-1251. 



Otisville – Mount Hope Summer Youth Recreation Program 
  
Yes, it’s already time to start thinking about the Summer Recreation Program!   
  
DATES:  Camp dates:  Monday, July 6th – Friday August 14th 
     Counselors training:  Wed and Thurs, July 1st and 2nd 
  
REGISTRATION:  Three regular  registration nights will be held - two at the end of 
April, another in early May.  These three nights will only be for residents of the Town of 
Mount Hope and Village of Otisville, as well as non-resident students attending the Otisville 
Elementary School.  
 
New this year will be one additional OPEN registration night, which will be held sometime in 
mid-May.  This Open Registration night will be for any age appropriate students residing 
within the MVSD.  These students will be permitted to register as space permits.   
  
The first two registration nights will be April 27th and April 29th, from 5-8PM, at the Village 
Hall.  The other two dates are yet to be established but will be placed on the Village and Town 
websites as soon as they are available.   
 
Registration forms will also be available on Village and Town websites no later than March 
23rd.  This will allow parents to download the forms and have them filled out prior to coming 
to registration.  Parents must also bring a copy of the child’s immunization records, two forms 
of proof of residency, and a check made out to the Village of Otisville.  Those residing outside 
the Village or Town must also bring proof of residence in the MVSD. 
  
The Registration Fees will be: 
For Village & Town of Mt. Hope Residents:  $400 for one child & $100 for each additional 
child 
For Non-Residents:  $700 for one child, $900 for two children & $100 for each additional 
child 
 
These registration fees are the same as last year, are for the entire six-week program, are due 
at registration, and are non-refundable.   



Summer Employment Opportunities 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The 2015 Otisville – Mount Hope Summer Youth Recreation Program is accepting  
applications for the following positions:  Arts & Crafts Director; Sports/PE Director; Camp 
Counselors.  
 
 

 Applications are available at the Village and Town Halls.  You can also download a 
copy from the Village website by going to:  http://villageofotisville.com/content/Departments/
View/12 and then click on the link at the bottom of the page.  
 
 

 Applications for a director’s positions must be accompanied by a resume and three  
letters of reference and must be returned no later than March 27th.  Applications for a 
counselor’s position must include three letters of reference but a resume is not required.  The 
deadline for submission of counselor applications is April 10th.  
 
 

 Important Note:  Individuals who worked as counselors with last summer’s  
program must submit a new application if they wish to be considered for rehire.  However, 
they do not have to submit new letters of reference.  
 
 

 Please return all applications to: 
 Otisville – Mount Hope Summer Recreation Program 

  Attn:  Diane Loeven 
  Village of Otisville 
  66 Highland Ave. 
  Otisville, NY 10963   



The Canine Corner ~ by Tom Yonski, Dog Control Officer  

 
 
 
 

 What a long, COLD winter this has been.  We’re all looking forward to seeing spring 
flowers, and your canine companions are ready to get outside, too.  Remember that spring  
temperatures can change in a short period of time.  Keep that in mind when you have your dog 
outside.  They have been toasty warn inside all winter. Chilly spring weather can be  
uncomfortable for them. 
 With the warm weather just around the corner, I’ll talk about traveling with your canine  
companion.  
 If you’re like me, you like bringing your dog with you. Here’s some advice to make it 
enjoyable and safe for both of you.  
 Copy your dog’s license and vet papers and keep a copy in your vehicle. Whether you’re 

running down town or going on vacation, have a copy with you. I have a copy that just 
stays in the truck and I update the file anytime I go to the vet or renew her license.   Next: 
Your dog should be in the back seat, not the front. They should also be restrained by a   
doggy seat belt. They make them so they click right into the seat belt unit and some are  
designed so they can also be used as a leash.  It’s also a good idea to have a small travel 
bag just for your pet. Mine has a couple of favorite spare toys, some treats, waste bags, a 
spare leash, a collapsible water dish, and, of course her records as mentioned earlier. If your 
dog is a nipper, make sure you have a muzzle.  

 It’s never OK to leave your dog unattended in your vehicle. Even with the windows 
cracked the temperature will quickly rise to unacceptable levels. Remember, dogs don’t 
sweat. Even when it’s only 70 degrees out, in 10 minutes it’s 89 degrees inside your car, 
and in 30 minutes the temp will reach 104.  If a DCO/ACO or Police officer sees a dog in a 
car in distress you could find yourself facing charges. Also don’t leave the car running with 
the AC on with the dog unrestrained.  

 If you’re going on a long trip, travel as if you’re traveling with a small child. Stop often, 
offer your dog water then walk them. It keeps them from getting stiff and bored. It’s also a 
good idea to cover the back seat with a blanket. They make waterproof seat covers for just 
this reason. A couple of chew toys are a good idea too. It helps keep them from getting 
bored.  

 If your dog appears to be getting overheated, whether while traveling or at home, cool 
them down with cold wet towels. You can let them drink, but only small amounts at a time. 
You may want to give your vet a call too. Remember a dog’s skin can sunburn. So limit their 
time in direct sunlight. There are canine suntan lotions available. If you have an outside run or 
kennel you MUST provide shelter, shade and water AT ALL TIMES!  They make sun shades 
that allow air flow and rain to pass thru them. The investment will help to insure your dog’s 
health.  
 Last but not least, remember to license your canine. It’s the LAW and cheaper than a 
citation. ALL canines, four months & older must be licensed in the Town they reside in. You 
are also required to have the license tag attached to your canine’s collar.  
 I hope 2015 brings health & happiness for you all.   

 
 

Woof till next time. 
DCO-Tom (845) 597-6033 e-mail: otisaco@live.com OR dogcontrol@townofmounthope.org 



The Otisville Fire Department 
  
 Congratulations to Benito Martinez-Bell, Matthew Brown, Mark Capalbo, and Aron 
Seeley on completing the Firefighter 1 Course.  On December 3, 2014 these young men and 
fellow firemen/women were honored at a graduation ceremony held at the Emergency  
Services Center in Goshen.  As the candidates marched into the ceremony, music was played 
by Firefighter McPadden's Pipes & Drums.  Deputy Chief James McCann served as Master of 
Ceremonies and congratulated the graduates on their accomplishments. He also thanked their 
families and friends for standing by them and supporting them as they continued to attend 
work and/or school during the day and then to their Firefighter classes in the evening.  
Certificates of completion were presented by the program’s lead instructors SE1 George  
Chalupa, SF1 Nick Elia, and SF1 Neal Russell.  What a proud moment for the graduates, their 
families, their friends and their instructors. 
 A slide show was also presented so those in attendance could see exactly what these 
men and women went through during their rigorous training.  It gave a clear understanding of 
all that firefighters will do to protect their families, friends and neighbors - whenever that 
whistle blows - no matter the time of day or night. 
 The Otisville Fire Department also has three firemen currently enrolled in the EMT 
course.  Our thanks to Michael McCormack, Steven Redman, and Benito Martinez-Bell for 
their willingness to take on this additional responsibility. We wish them luck and continued 
success. 
  The men and women of the Otisville Fire Company would like to thank the community 
for your continued support, and to remind you to watch the message board at the Firehouse for 
upcoming events.   

 Submitted by V. Michael Coppola, Chief of OFD 



 
Village Website and Village Calendar 

www.villageofotisville.com    
 

If you haven’t had a chance to check out the Village website, why not take a few minutes to 
do so.  You’ll find a wealth of information about the Village as well as numerous links which 
will allow you find information on a variety of community topics.  Please note that the  
calendar is still under development.  Not all information is listed yet, including some of the 
Village Board meetings.  
 
The Village Hall is open for business Monday – Friday from 9a.m. – 3p.m. 
Village Board meetings are conducted the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. 
Planning Board meets the 1st Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. 
Zoning Board of Appeals meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. 
Building Inspector has office hours each Wednesday from 6 – 8 p.m. 
 
The Mayor’s office hours have recently changed.  Mayor Wona now holds office hours on the 
Wednesday before the Village Board Meeting from 6 – 8 p.m. 

Village of Otisville 
66 Highland Ave. 

Otisville, New York 10963 


