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Village Update 

 
  
  

The Village webpage is up and running at www.villageofotisville.com  
 

The Mayor’s office hours are the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month from 6-8 p.m.  
 

Village Board meetings are the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month at 7 p.m.  
 

The Village Board ordinarily also has a workshop on the 2nd Thursday of the month, but this 
workshop is subject to change. 

 
 
Great News, the Village has been awarded another $40,000 grant from Community Develop-
ment to complete the converting our water meters to “radio read” meters.  The installation proc-
ess will start in the next few months.  Residents will get a letter in the mail notifying them 
when their meter will be retrofitted or replaced.    
 
 
 

HOWEVER:  In the meantime don’t forget that if you receive a door tag from the Water Meter 
Reader saying he was there when you were not at home, you must either call your meter read-
ing into the Village Hall or schedule an appointment to have a physical reading done.  Failing 
to do so will result in a penalty being placed on your bill.   
 
 
 

Meters are read three times a year in February, June & October, and Rob is ordinarily out 
doing readings about mid-month.  If you’re concerned about getting a penalty added to your 
bill, why not mark your calendar for the 20th of each of these three months.  If you haven’t no-
ticed a door tag by that date, simply take a meter reading and phone it in to the Village Hall.  If 
you are scheduled for a mandatory physical reading, the Village Clerk will let you know this 
when you call and will make an appointment for a time which is mutually convenient for you 
and the Meter Reader.  Bills are mailed the month following the reading and payment is due 
within 30 days.  If you have any concern about your bill, please feel free to contact the Village 
Clerk. 
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  From the Mayor’s Desk 
 
 

Dear fellow Village residents, 
 I hope everyone has had a good holiday season.  There have been a lot of topics being 
discussed by the Village Board in the last couple of months. The Board revised the garbage law 
and drafted a new absentee landlord law which would make landlords more responsible for the 
properties that they rent.  Public Hearings on both these laws were held on February 7th. 
 The hottest topic over the past four months was whether the Village should move for-
ward with the Town of Mount Hope to form a joint Fire District. The formation of a joint fire 
district has been proposed to the Village Board numerous times over the last 20 years.  Most 
recently, the Village Board was approached in September 2012 about the formation of a joint 
fire district.  The steering committee chairperson made this proposal at a Village board meeting, 
and the committee constructed a tentative budget of what it would take to run the proposed joint 
fire district for the next three years.  On the surface it looked good, and it did not appear that 
there would be a significant increase in property taxes to support a joint fire district.  However, 
at a joint workshop with the Town of Mount Hope, the question was asked if the proposed 
budget, which was presented to both boards by the steering committee, would be the actual 
budget the joint fire district would have to adopt.  The lawyer that represents the Fire Company 
said “NO”.  He said that the Village and Town Boards would together empower a group called 
RUMP COMMISIONERS.  This five member group of Commissioners would assess the needs 
and would determine, in their opinion, the amount of money needed to start-up and operate the 
joint fire district.  Therefore, they could change the proposed budget as they see fit. 
 This concerned me as the Mayor of the Village and concerned most members of my 
Board of Trustees.  Both Town and Village property owner pay for fire protection as part of 
their property taxes.  Currently, the rate assessed for fire protection is $2.14 per thousand for 
both Town and Village property owners.  Once the Rump Commission is established these five 
individuals would have the power to change this rate, and even make it escalate if they believe 
it is needed. 
 On October 31st the Village and Town Boards met to establish a public hearing date for 
the proposed fire district.  After a 40 minute discussion between board members, the Town at-
torney, and the Fire Company’s attorney, a public hearing date was set.   However, an issue that 
still concerned me was that the Fire Company’s attorney, who specializes in the formation of 
Fire Districts, told the Town and Village Boards that they had to make the decision as to 
whether or not a joint fire district should be established and that the only input the public could 
have would be to come to the public hearing and give their opinion.  Because I have stated for 
nearly six years that the public should have the right to vote on such a big decision, I asked the 
Fire Company’s attorney if there was a Village Law that allowed the Village Board to pass a 
referendum but make it subject to a vote of the Village residents.  He said that he didn’t know 
of such a law and if I had it please forward it to him.  This man is a paid professional who has 
built a career changing fire departments to fire districts all over the state.  It baffles me that he 
would not know of the Village Law I was asking about – which does indeed exist in the NYS 
Village Law book.  (Article 9, Sections 908 and 912) 
 The next regular meeting of the Village Board was held on November 1, 2012.  Because 
of all the red flags that popped up at the joint meeting Village/Town meeting, the Board of 
Trustees felt that there were too many unanswered questions and voted to rescind their previous 
motion to proceed with the public hearing on a joint fire district.   



 
 
The following day, on November 2nd, notifications were made to all agencies involved that the 
Village of Otisville had rescinded their motion to move forward with holding a joint public 
hearing on the proposed fire district.  Despite the Village having made their position perfectly 
clear, 12 days later the Town of Mount Hope published a notice in the newspaper, and hung 
announcements at local establishments for public viewing, that a Joint Public Hearing would be 
held regarding the formation of a joint fire district.  The Town notices indicated that the Village 
of Otisville was going to be a willing participant in the hearing, despite the fact that they had 
been notified otherwise.  I found this to be very deceitful and misleading to the taxpayers of our 
community.  Some may even consider it an attempt to strong arm the Village into going ahead 
with the public hearing.  The Village Trustees and I did show up at the public hearing but not as 
officials participating in the hearing.  They were there as residents of the Village to hear what 
was being discussed, and most members of the Board made comments, from their places in the 
audience, defending our position that they were keeping the Village taxpayers interest at hand. 
 The Village has been accused of taking Town taxpayers’ dollars which were assessed 
for fire protection services and using it to pay other Village bills.  I would like to address this 
misnomer because it is completely untrue.  All money paid by the Town for the Fire Protection 
Contract is used exclusively to support the operation of the Fire Department.  Since I have been 
in office Fire Department funds are kept in a separate bank account, not in the general fund ac-
count.  Any money remaining in this account at the end of the fiscal year is placed into a fire 
reserve account for the Fire Department’s future use.  Money is never moved from the Fire De-
partment account to cover shortages in other departments – as some people would like you to 
believe. 
 From November 2011 through October 2012, the New York State Comptroller’s office 
conducted an audit of the Village’s Fire Department budget.  The scope of this audit went back 
as far as 2001 and found NO MISAPPROPIATION of funds concerning the Village’s use of 
Fire Department funds.  The comptrollers did find some clerical errors which have already been 
addressed as can be seen in the Village’s written response.  The audit report is posted on the 
New York State Comptrollers website for anyone who would like to read it or print off a copy. 
 In closing, I like to say that I don’t know yet if a joint fire district would be a good thing 
or not.  I believe that a lot more information is needed before I, the Board, and the residents can 
make an informed decision.  More information needs to be compiled by a steering committee 
and presented at informational meetings, so that everyone will have a clear idea of the long 
range costs associated with forming a fire district.   As it stands now, the Village of Otisville 
has an excellent Fire Department, thanks to our volunteer fire fighters who work a never ending 
job to keep all of us safe.  Every year when we meet with the Fire Chiefs and the Town of 
Mount Hope to develop the fire budget, we discuss the need to put the safety of our community 
first.   I want to assure you that if the Town of Mount Hope chooses not to renew their Fire Pro-
tection Contract with the Village, the Village will still have the Otisville Fire Department and 
will continue to provide the best fire protection possible for our Village residents. 
  
Brain W. Wona, Mayor, Village of Otisville 



From the DPW 
 

 
 
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

VILLAGE OF OTISVILLE RECYCLING PICK-UP DATES FOR 2013 
 

MIXED CONTAINERS          MIXED PAPER / CARDBOARD 
FEBRUARY 8                                  FEBRUARY 15 

MARCH 8                                          MARCH 15 
APRIL 12                                            APRIL 19 
MAY 10                                              MAY 17 
JUNE 14                                             JUNE 21 
JULY 12                                             JULY 19 

AUGUST 9                                           AUGUST 16 
SEPTEMBER 13                                  SEPTEMBER 20 
OCTOBER 11                                       OCTOBER 18 

NOVEMBER 8                                     NOVEMBER 15 
DECEMBER 13                                    DECEMBER 20 

 
 
 
 

BULK TRASH PICKUP -  APRIL – 22- 26  2013   
 
 

    Remember that the DPW will pick up trash on each street only one time during this week. 
Please keep in mind that trash must be placed curbside by 7a.m. on Monday, April 22nd be-

cause you do not know which day they will be picking up on your street. Please keep trash pile 
separated from regular garbage pickup. 

 
 
 
 

HYDRANTS WILL BE FLUSHED  
MARCH  25- 26- 27, 2013  & AUGUST  5- 6- 7 2013 

WEATHER PERMITTING 
 
 
 

2013 FALL LEAF PICKUP-NOVEMBER 18, 2013 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
The first thing I would like to do is to thank the Mayor and the Village Board for the good 
working relationship we have in order for me to run the Department of Public Works  
department successfully.  
 
It’s that time of the year winter between the ice and snow the DPW is busy with the storms 
keeping the roads safe and clear for our residents and visitors to travel on. Also at this time 
of the year the crew work in the shop on the Trucks and Equipment doing the annual service 
maintainence that need to be done and any break downs that accrue along the way. Besides 
the daily village maintenance the DPW crew has been busy working on different projects, the 
New Radio Read Water Meter installation project that the village received a grant for this 
project from Orange County Community Development.  
 
The village applied for the grant for Phase II with the Orange County Community  
Development and we are just waiting for it to be approved to finish this project. Also we will 
continued to work on replacing the street signs around the village because of the new federal 
and state laws on the sizes of the letters to be upper and lower case and the back ground has 
to be high intensity grade for night visibility.  
 
The installation of the play ground equipment at the village veteran’s park has been done and 
the kids are enjoying them. The Schobel Street drainage installation project has been started 
and we will keep working on it weather permitting. I also hope to be able to continue crack 
filling, oil and chip and micro-seal various streets throughout the village in the spring and 
summer. Finances, time and weather are big factors for doing these projects. Also besides all 
that I would like to replace a couple of our older fire hydrants in the water system.  
 
The DPW crew wears many different hats and is doing a great job, keep up the good work.  
 
Thank you, 
Frank Valentino Jr 
Village Public Works Supt. 
 
 
 
 

DPW Update 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 The water tests results received from the department of health for the months of  
September thru November  2012 indicate that each sample taken was free of the  
microbiological contaminants Coliform and E.coil. Chlorine residuals ranged from 0.5 to 2.2 
mg/l which are all within acceptable levels. 

From the Water Dept 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 Village Elections will be held on Tuesday, March 19, 2013 from 12 noon to 9:00 p.m. at 
Village Hall, 66 Highland Avenue, and Otisville.  If you are a registered voter residing in the 
Village of Otisville you are eligible to vote in this election.  If you are new to our area and need 
to register to vote or if you would like to check your registration status, please contact the Or-
ange County Board of Elections at (845)291-2444 or stop by Village Hall for a registration ap-
plication. 

Village Elections 2013 



From Pete Ackerson, Building Inspector 
 
 
 
 
As Spring approaches it is time to think about that deck or pool you want for next summer. 
 
 
 

Many permits take less than 10 days but if you live on a corner or small lot there may be a  
variance required. This can take up to 90 days with the public hearings that are required by law. 
"My pool guy has to do it in the next week or he can't do it at all'  means nothing if a variance is 
needed. He/she will simply be denied a permit until the process is completed. Stop in and speak 
with me to see what your permit entails.   
 
 
 
 

We have observed several unprotected swimming pools in the Village. Gates left open or  
ladders left in place are an open invitation to child drownings. Winter or not, make sure your 
ladder is stored elsewhere. Violators will be sent a violation notice for court.   
 
 
 
 

Check all your smoke and CO detectors for fresh batteries. If you cannot remember when you 
last changed them, change them now. One smoke in each bedroom, one in each bedroom  
hallway within ten feet of the doors, plus one smoke on each level of the home. A CO detector 
is also required on every sleeping level in the hallway. Again within ten feet of the bedroom 
doors. THESE CAN SAVE YOUR LIFE AND YOUR LOVED ONES LIVES AS WELL !!!   
 
 
 
 

Stop by at my office with questions on Mondays from 12:30 to 2:30  (winter hours) until the 
end of March.   
 
 
 

Peter Ackerson-Building Inspector 
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If anyone sees a streetlight out in the village, there are a few ways to report it. First, is to go 
online to Orange and Rockland website and report he street light out. Another way is to report 
it to the Village Clerk. Either way you will need the pole number, street address and the nearest 
intersection the light is out. O and R would like to know if the light is flickering as well as  
remaining on during the day time. If anyone has a suggestion or need for an additional light in 
their area, please let us know in writing. Lastly we have been given an upgrade on 13 street 
lights in the Village at no cost to us by Orange and Rockland. 
 
Wayne Melton, Trustee 
 

From Pete Ackerson, Building Inspector 

Streetlights 



Village Park 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Village Park is open to walkers during the winter months. The Pavilion and bathrooms are 
closed during these months. Effective immediately there is no sleigh riding, snow  
boarding,tubing,skiing,allowed on the Village Park hill.   

 

 Recently we have experienced vandalism to our bathrooms and our picnic tables. These tables 
were purchased by donations in memory of a loved one. If anyone has any information on who 
is responsible for this please call the Village Hall at 386-5172.   

 

This park was made for residents of our community to enjoy not destroy ,so if you witness any 
vandalism please call the Police or the Village Hall . The park committee could use some more 
volunteers to contribute ideas on how to enhance our park. Anyone interested please call  
386-1138.  
 
Kenneth E. Coppola Village Trustee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Summer Recreation Program is currently accepting applications  
for the position of Director.  

 
For applications please stop by the Village Hall during operating hours. 

 
 

 
Kenneth E, Coppola Village Trustee 
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Village of Otisville 
66 Highland Ave. 

Otisville, New York 
10963 

 
Village Website and Village Calendar 

www.villageofotisville.com    
 

If you haven’t had a chance to check out the Village website, why not take a few minutes to 
do so.  You’ll find a wealth of information about the Village as well as numerous links which 
will allow you find information on a variety of community topics.  Please note that the  
calendar is still under development.  Not all information is listed yet, including some of the 
Village Board meetings.  
 
The Village Hall is open for business Monday – Friday from 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
Village Board meetings are conducted the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. 
Planning Board meets the 1st Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. 
Zoning Board of Appeals meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. 
Building Inspector has office hours each Wednesday from 6 – 8 p.m. 
 
The Mayor’s office hours have recently changed.  Mayor Wona now holds office hours on the 
1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month from 6 – 8 p.m. 



 

Village of Otisville 
66 Highland Ave. 

Otisville, New York 10963 


