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Village Update 

 
  
  
 The Village has been awarded a $45,000 grant from Community Development to start 
converting our water meters to “radio read” meters.  Some meters will need to be replaced;  
others will be able to be retrofit by installing a radio component onto the existing meter.  What 
does this mean to you as a resident?  Once you current meter is replaced or retrofitted, the  
Water Meter Reader will no longer have to physical enter your home in order to read the meter.  
The new meters will transmit a radio frequency that can be read from outside each residence.  
This means that the Water Meter Reader will be able to collect the reading from each and every 
meter.  Thus, once the project is completed, there should never be any estimated bills, and you 
will no longer have to worry about arranging to have your meter physically read at least once a 
year. 
 
 HOWEVER:  In the meantime don’t forget that if you receive a door tag from the Wa-
ter Meter Reader saying he was there when you were not at home, you must either call your 
meter  
reading into the Village Hall or schedule an appointment to have a physical reading done.   
Failing to do so will result in a penalty being placed on your bill. 
 
 Meters are read three times a year in February, June & October, and Rob is ordinarily 
out doing readings about mid-month.  If you’re concerned about getting a penalty added to your 
bill, why not mark your calendar for the 20th of each of these three months.  If you haven’t  
noticed a door tag by that date, simply take a meter reading and phone it in to the Village Hall.  
If you are scheduled for a mandatory physical reading, the Village Clerk will let you know this 
when you call and will make an appointment for a time which is mutually convenient for you 
and the Meter Reader.  Bills are mailed the month following the reading and payment is due 
within 30 days.  If you have any concern about your bill, please feel free to contact the Village 
Clerk. 
 

I wish everyone a healthy and enjoyable summer!   
Brian W. Wona, Mayor 
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The Village webpage is up and running at www.villageofotisville.com 
 
The Mayor’s office hours have been changes to the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month from 
6-8 p.m. 
 
Village Board meetings are the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month at 7 p.m.. 
 
The Village Board ordinarily also has a workshop on the 2nd Thursday of the month, but this 
workshop is subject to change.  Schedule changes are usually announced at the 1st regular 
Board meeting of the month. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In last Summer’s Newsletter we explained that the Village had adopted the Orange County tax 
billing program.  This program allows you to get a copy of your Village Tax bill at any time by 
going on line to:  http://egov.basny.com/villageofotisville  
 
You can also find this link on the Village’s webpage www.villageofotisville.com  
 
You might also be interested in knowing that the Town of Mount Hope uses this same tax  
program.  Thus, Village property owners can also get a copy of their Town and County Taxes 
from this same website.  Simply go to:   http://egov.basny.com/mounthope  
 

 

Reminders from the Village Clerk 

Village, Town & County Tax Bills 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Village Elections were held on Tuesday, March 20, 2012 for two Trustee seats.   
The new Village Trustees are Richard Cash and Wayne Melton. 

 
 

There’s an Opening on the Planning Board but … 
What does the Village Planning Board Do?  

 
 
Wayne Melton’s election to the Village Board of Trustees requires that he resign his po-
sition on the Village Planning Board, thus creating a vacancy. 
 
Why not consider getting a little more involved in the community by volunteering to 
serve on the Planning Board?  You don’t have to have any specific background to be-
come a member of the Planning Board.  The qualified applicant does, however, need to 
have a sincere interest in maintaining our Village as a healthy, attractive and enjoyable 
place to live, work and play. 
 
Planning Board members are responsible for review and approval of site development 
plans and subdivision applications.  They must carefully review each application to en-
sure that builders and developers meet specific minimum requirements which are de-
tailed in the Village Zoning Law.  This review process is vitally important in order to en-
sure that subdivisions and other construction projects conform to the objectives of the 
Village’s Comprehensive Master Plan.  The Planning Process is done in order to protect 
property values, enhance and protect the physical appearance of the Village, and provide 
a more enjoyable and pleasing community. 
 
Planning Board members are given copies of all required materials including the Village 
Zoning Law and various manuals.  Additional training is available through the Orange 
County Planning Federation, and fees for such training are paid by the Village. 
 
Any Village resident interested in learning more about becoming a member of the Plan-
ning Board should contact the Village Clerk or stop in and talk to the Mayor during his 
office hours on the 1st or 3rd Wednesday evening of the month. 
 

The Planning Board meets on the first Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. 

Village Elections 2012 



 A Note from Former Trustee Diane Loeven 
 

 As you are aware, I was not successful in my quest for re-election on March 20th.  
I have truly enjoyed serving as a Village Trustee for the past ten years and hope that I 
leave the office having made some lasting contributions to our community.  I thank each 
and every one of you who have supported me, both professionally and personally.  Those 
of you who have, time and again, stepped forth to volunteer your time, energy and  
expertise to serve on committees, join workgroups, and assist as subject-matter-experts 
are to be especially commended.  I know that you will continue to work with the mayor 
and trustees for the betterment of our wonderful community. 
 In closing, I would like to thank everyone who took the time from your busy 
schedules to get out to vote in the Village Election, and I strongly encourage more of our 
residents to follow their example in the future.  Never underestimate what a tremendous 
privilege it is to live in a country where we are allowed to vote; never let yourself think 
that your one vote doesn’t make a difference – because to count to a million – you always 
have to start with the number one; and, in the words of Margaret Mead, “Never doubt that 
a small group of thoughtful citizens can change the world.  Indeed, it is the only thing that 
ever has.”   
 Thank you again for the privilege of having served you as a Village Trustee for the 
past ten years. 

 
Spring is Here and Veterans Memorial Park is Open Again! 

 
 I would like to thank our DPW workers for the good work they did to fix our park 
and make it safe for our residents to use again.   For those of you who might not have 
known, the Village Park had to be closed for several months due to damage caused by the 
hurricane and tropical storm that followed.  There was severe damage throughout the park 
including large sections of the walking trail being washed out.  The DPW crew worked 
hard to fix the damage and get it opened again as soon as possible.  I realize it took quite a 
while to complete the repairs, but this work was added to the DPW’s already busy  
schedule.  Thank you for your understanding and patience. 
 I would also like to bring to your attention that someone stole several signs off the 
posts at the park.  If anyone has seen these signs or knows where they are, please drop 
them off at the Village Hall or call the Village Clerk at 386-5172, and she will arrange for 
them to be picked up.   We would really appreciate anyone who can assist in getting the 
signs back so that we don’t have to spend hard earned taxpayer money to purchase new 
ones. 
 Now that the park is open again, please remember when walking your dog at the 
park that they must be kept on a leash, and that you must pick up after your dog. 
Lastly, the Village park committee is in need of more volunteers.  There’s lots of work to 
be done this spring and summer and “many hands make light work”.   If you can spare an 
hour or two a month please call me at 386-1138.  

Thank you!    
Ken Coppola, Village Trustee 



SUMMER POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
 

APPLY NOW ! 
 

The following positions are available with the 2012 Otisville -Mount Hope Summer Youth 
Recreation Program: 

 
Program Director 

The excellent candidate will have teaching, school aide, or other youth program experience. 
 

Assistant Director/Medical 
Candidates for this position must possess a New York State EMT, LPN or RN license. 
 

Counselors 
Applicants must be at least 16 years of age by July 1st, 2012.  Please note:  Returning  
counselors MUST complete a new application but new letters of reference are optional for 
these individuals. 
 

Counselors in Training 
This is a volunteer position.  Applicants must be at least 15 years of age by July 1st, 2012. 
 
 Anyone interested in applying for a position may pick up an application at the  
Village Hall, 66 Highland Avenue.  Counselor/CIT applications and 2 letters of  
recommendations must be returned to the Village Hall no later than Monday, April 30, 
2012.  Those applying for a director’s position may initially submit a letter of interest and 
resume in lieu of the application and should do so as soon as possible and not later than 
April 20th. The directors must be hired before counselor interviews can be scheduled so 
that they can participate in the interview process. 
 
 Camp will be in session from July 9 - August 17, 2012 and daily attendance is  
mandatory for all staff.   Staff hours are 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m, Monday through Friday, at 
the Otisville Elementary School on Mount Hope Avenue.   (Note:  Camp hours for the  
children are 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.) 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Clip and save this list for easy reference in the future: 
 
1. All sheds require a permit. Sheds 120 square feet or more require stamped plans. 
2. All pools that are capable of holding 24" of water or more require a permit.  If the pool 
is between 24" and 48" high or in ground it requires a 4 foot fence with self-closing, self-
latching gates.  This includes those large “blow up” pools. 
3. All decks require a permit.  Decks which are 120 square feet or more, are over 6' high, 
or have a roof require stamped plans. 
4. Variances can take up to three months or more to process. Apply now to avoid delays 
in your project. 
5. Lawns must to be kept at 4" in height or less at all times year round. If there is  
6. temporary a problem meeting this requirement, please contact me to avoid a violation 
notice. 
7. Junk cannot be collected in yards. If you miss bulk pick-up day, take it to the landfill. 
8. You are allowed only one unlicensed vehicle in the open, and it must be parked/stored 
in your side or rear yard. 
9. ALL homes require smoke and CO detectors.  Older homes may use battery operated 
detectors.  One smoke detector is required on each level of the home and one in each bed-
room.  One CO detector is needed on each sleeping level and must be placed no further 
from the bedrooms than in the bedroom hallway within 10 feet of the doors.  This is NY 
State law. 
10. You are allowed to trim a neighbor’s tree to the point where it is overhanging your 
property line, but you must be sure not to cause the tree to die.  If the tree dies, you are 
responsible. 
 
Permits take 10 days to process for either approval or denial.  If denied, a written list of 
reasons will be attached for the denial. You may appeal a denial to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals for relief if you choose to do so. 

 
If you have any questions about a permit, local law, etc. please stop by my office at the 
Village Hall or call me at 386-9949.  I am in the office on Wednesday evenings from 6 to 
8.  If you call during non-office hours, please leave a message with a phone number where 
you can be reached. 

 
 
 

 

From Pete Ackerson, Building Inspector 



DATES  TO  REMEMBER 
 

HYDRANTS WILL BE FLUSHED:   APRIL 9-10-11 and again AUGUST 6-7-8 
 

BULK TRASH PICKUP:  APRIL 30 – MAY 4   
Remember that the DPW will pick up trash on each street only one time during this 
week.   Please keep in mind that trash must be placed curbside by 7 a.m. on Mon-

day, April 30th  because you do not know which day they will be picking up on your 
street.  Please keep separated from regular garbage pickup. 

 
The DPW Has a Busy Summer Planned 

 
In addition to the ordinarily warm weather maintenance projects such as mowing and 
blacktop patching the streets, Frank has numerous projects on his to-do list for this sum-
mer.  He and the DPW crew will be replacing a couple of our fire hydrants and also hope 
to be able to crack fill, oil and chip and micro-seal various streets throughout the Village.  
Two other time consuming projects on the DPW’s list involve repairing and improving 
the drainage systems on School Street and Schobel Street.  Time, weather and finances 
permitting, Frank and his crew also hope to be to tackle replacing some of the drainage 
pipes and catch-basins along Route 211.   
 
You might question why the State of New York Highway Department isn’t doing the re-
pairs to the drainage system along Route 211, since it is a State Highway.  Unfortunately, 
the Village is responsible for maintaining the drainage from Village line- Shoddy Hollow 
Road to the Fire House.  As you might expect, this often places a significant financial bur-
den on our taxpayers.  Over the past several years the Village has had to spend well over 
$50,000 on drainage projects along Route 211 and that figure doesn’t even include the 
labor provided by our DPW crew!  It is unfortunate that our taxpayers must bear the cost 
of such repairs, but State Law clearly dictates that we do. 

 

Water Test Results 
The Department of Health collects water samples from our water system twice a month to 
check for the presence of Coliform/E.coli and to monitor the level of chlorine residual in 
the water.  We are happy to report that a review of all test results from January 2011 
through January of 2012 indicated no concerns what-so-ever.  Specifically, every sample 
taken tested negative for the presence of Coliform and E.coli, and the free chlorine resid-
ual levels ranged from 0.3 to 2.2, which are all within acceptable levels.   As of this writ-
ing the February and March results have not been posted, but be assured that if there were 
any negative findings in the those samples, the Department of Health would have already 
notified the Village so that immediate corrective action could be taken.  We are grateful to 
our Superintendent of Public Works, Frank Valentino, for the outstanding job he does in 
maintaining our water plant. 



What is groundwater? 
Groundwater is the water that soaks into the soil from rain or other precipitation and moves 
downward to fill cracks and other openings in beds of rocks and sand. It is, therefore, a re-
newable resource, although renewal rates vary greatly according to environmental condi-
tions. 
 
It also is an abundant natural resource. 

Groundwater protection 
All people by their living habits can protect or harm groundwater — our nation and the 
world's most abundant freshwater supply. The first step toward protecting groundwater is 
to become aware of how it can be contaminated. The second step is to do your part to keep 
from contaminating groundwater. 
  
Forty-four percent of the American population depends on groundwater for its drinking 
water supply — reason enough to act to protect groundwater. Another reason is that con-
taminated groundwater can harm the environment, including the ecosystems that depend 
on groundwater. 
Groundwater protection: Take the pledge 
As the saying goes, “A journey...begins with a single step.”   Let’s pledge to protect our 
groundwater by taking one or more of the following actions to protect groundwater from 
contamination. 

Properly store hazardous household substances* in secure containers  
Mix hazardous household substances over concrete or asphalt where they can 

be cleaned up or absorbed  
Dispose of hazardous household wastes at an appropriate waste disposal facility 

or drop-off  
Do not put hazardous household wastes down the drain or in the toilet  
Do not put any wastes down a dry or abandoned well  
If I own a septic system, I will service it according to local health department 

recommendations  
If I own a water well, I will get a yearly maintenance check to ensure sanitary 

seals are intact  
Decommission abandoned wells on your property using a qualified water well 

contractor  
Fix or replace any leaking aboveground or underground tanks storing hazardous 

substances. 
* Examples of hazardous household substances are paints, paint thinners, petroleum prod-
ucts, fertilizers, herbicides, insecticides, and cleaning products. 



 
 

 
 Otisville’s Annual Community Yard Sale will, once again, be held the 1st Saturday 
in August.  However, there will be few changes this year as the sale will now be  
conducted as a municipal function.   
 We are grateful to the Otisville Community Yard Sale Organization for having 
chartered this wonderful community activity and for running it so successfully for the past 
five years that the Village can now operate it without any direct or indirect cost to our 
taxpayers.   
 This year’s event will be organized by a special committee appointed by the 
mayor.  You are sure to recognize many of the names and faces on this year’s mayoral 
committee, as several of the charter members of the Yard Sale Organization have  
volunteered to continue working on the new Yard Sale Committee.   
 

Here are some of the details of this year’s event: 
• The committee members appointed by the mayor are:  Ken Coppola, Diane Loeven, 

Lois Adamson, Bill Baines and Liz Runnalls. 
• The Yard Sale will be held on Saturday, August 4th from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
• There will no longer be any cost to residents to set up a sale at their homes.  Residents 

will still be asked to call Diane at 386-1251 so that their address can be placed on 
the official Yard Sale Map, but no fee will be charged for this service. 

• There will be no cost to churches, the Fire Company, or other not-for-profit  
•              organizations to conduct fundraising activities at their own locations. 
• There will be no cost for businesses to participate by hosting sidewalk sales or other        

special events on their property. 
 
All advertising and miscellaneous expenses incurred should be offset by revenue collected 

from vendors setting up at Veterans Memorial Park.   
 

For more information about setting up at the park, contact Ken at 386-1138. 

Community Yard Sale Update 



 
Village Website and Village Calendar 

www.villageofotisville.com    
 

If you haven’t had a chance to check out the Village website, why not take a few minutes to 
do so.  You’ll find a wealth of information about the Village as well as numerous links which 
will allow you find information on a variety of community topics.  Please note that the  
calendar is still under development.  Not all information is listed yet, including some of the 
Village Board meetings.  
 
The Village Hall is open for business Monday – Friday from 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
Village Board meetings are conducted the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. 
Planning Board meets the 1st Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. 
Zoning Board of Appeals meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. 
Building Inspector has office hours each Wednesday from 6 – 8 p.m. 
 
The Mayor’s office hours have recently changed.  Mayor Wona now holds office hours on the 
1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month from 6 – 8 p.m. 

 
Village Update 

Village of Otisville 
66 Highland Ave. 

Otisville, New York 10963 


