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Be sure to come out & exercise your right to vote! 
 

 

Village Elections 

Are You Registered to Vote in the Upcoming Village Election? 

  
 
 Village Elections will be held on Tuesday, March 15, 2011 from 12 noon to 9:00 p.m. at 
Village Hall, 66 Highland Avenue, and Otisville.  If you are registered with the Board of    
Elections as a Village of Otisville resident, you are eligible to vote in this election.  If you are 
not yet a registered voter, if you are a new Village resident and have not yet re-registered, or if 
you simply need to check your registration status, please contact the Orange County Board of 
Elections at (845)291-2444.  Voter registration forms and requests for absentee ballots are also 
available at the Village Hall. 



   
 
  
 Over the course of the past months, the Village Board held several public hearings on 
the new comprehensive Zoning Law, and at their February 17th meeting the Village Board 
adopted Local Law #1 of 2011, Comprehensive Zoning Law of the Village of Otisville.   
In 2002 the Village Board of Trustees appointed a committee to conduct a thorough and  
deliberate review of the Village’s Comprehensive Plan, Zoning Regulations, and Subdivision  
Guidelines. The committee was to review, revise, rewrite, and combine the documents into a 
Comprehensive Zoning Law. The recently adopted law is the final product of their efforts.  
Some may ask why so many years and so much effort has gone into the preparation of this 
document, but I believe a brief overview of the history of zoning and planning in Otisville will 
answer that question. 
 
 In 1968, the Village Board adopted its first planning codes based on work done for the 
County by Raymond & May, a firm that provided a planning guide for several municipalities.  
For their work, these professional planners were compensated tens of thousands of dollars.  The 
plan they produced was more or less a generic plan which could be applied to several  
communities. 
 
 Our village has used the 1968 plan as an operating guideline since that time. Over the 
years this guideline proved inadequate because it was only a snapshot in time.  It could not  
address changes in state building requirements, and it could not address specific problems that 
evolved from our changing society.  Many of the topics incorporated into the newly adopted 
Zoning Law did not even exist back in 1968.  Consider just these few:  assisted living facility, 
cluster development, condominium, decks, group home, portable storage unit, recreational 
business, senior housing, protected wetlands, and SEQRA.   
 
 The updated law reflects an attempt to minimize the negative impact that can come 
along with change, so as to preserve what is great about our community.  What has been  
accomplished in the creation of this document is a reflection of the beginning of the 21st  
Century, and it will serve as a guideline for the years to come. 
 
 One of the most significant things about the new Zoning Law, is that it was done by 
educated volunteers who, as residents, know the issues in our community.  Not only did this 
avoid the “one size fits all” approach often applied by salaried planners, but the project was 
also accomplished at considerable cost savings to the taxpayers.  The six Village residents who 
served on the Zoning Review Committee (William Baines, Agnes Barber, Diane Loeven, Lee 
Runnalls, Penny Watkins and Rick Zgrodek), collectively, have over 100 years of expertise in 
planning and zoning, as  well as formal training through the Orange County Municipal  
Planning Federation.   
 
 As a group, the Committee will continue to be available to the Mayor and Board of 
Trustees in an advisory role as a special committee.  We are so very fortunate to have such  
resources within our community and even more fortunate that they serve so willingly.   

From the Mayor’s Desk 



 
 

 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

Village Elections:  Tuesday March 15th 
 

Hydrant Flushing:  the week of April 18th 
 

Spring Clean Up:  the week of May 2nd 

                                             
~  Important Information  ~ 

 
Change in Distribution of Village Update 

 
 
 As you know, the Village Update is the official newsletter for the Village of Otisville.  
It is currently published three times a year in March, July and November.  Our past practice has 
been to mail a copy of the newsletter to all Village property owners.  Since this mailing did not 
include our many Village residents who are renters, we also make copies available at the Post 
Office and Village Hall. 
 
 Beginning with the next issue, which will be published in July, we will no longer be  
doing the bulk mailing to property owners.  The new method of distribution for all residents 
will be as follows: 

Copies will continue to be available in the Village Hall Lobby & Post Office Lobby. 
Copies can be picked up, still free of charge, at various local businesses. 

 The newsletter will be posted on the Village website, which can be found at 
www.villageofotisville.com   Once on the website, just click on the Newsletters link on the left 
hand side of the page. 
 If any residents would like us to continue mailing a copy to their home, we would be 
more than happy to do so.  In order to get on this mailing list simply notify the Village Clerk by 
phone (386-5172) or email at villageclerk@villageofotisville.com  When you do, be sure to 
give her both your name and mailing address. 
 
 The Village Update is a great source of information for our residents.  It serves as an 
important vehicle by which we can communicate with you on a regular basis.  We are hoping 
that these new procedures will help us reach more residents and will, at the same time, save a 
significant amount of money by eliminating much of the mailing costs.  However, it is impor-
tant for us to hear from you to know how these new procedures are working.  The new method 
of distribution will be reevaluated at the end of the year.  If you have comments, concerns or 
recommendations we want to hear from you!  You can do so by speaking to any member of the 
Village Board, by contacting the Village Hall, or by sending an email to the Mayor at 
mayor@villageofotisville.com 



From The Building Inspector: 
CHECK YOUR DECK! 

  
This past year I have seen an increase of failed decks in both the Village and Town.  We have 
been lucky so far this year, with no injuries occurring.  Investigations into the decks which have 
failed indicate that it happened not because of overloading but because of the failure of the 
homes band or rim joist.  The deck ledger – the part that is bolted to the side of the house -  
conceals the homes rim joist making examination very difficult.  A recent deck failure here in 
the Village resulted in the deck pulling away from the house and literally scissoring down to the 
ground on the support posts.  No broken posts and almost all of the deck remained in one piece.  
Fortunately, no one was on the deck when it collapsed. 
 
The last two deck failures I have seen did not fail due to deck construction as attested to by the 
fact the deck itself is still complete after the collapse occurred.  The band (rim) joist on the 
house which is not pressure treated simply rotted away from years of water exposure behind the 
deck ledger.  One deck also showed clear evidence of carpenter ants at work.  This failure of the 
rim joist allows the lag bolts from the deck ledger to simply pull away from the house while 
remaining intact. The result is the deck moves outward slightly until it clears the lag bolts and 
then down it goes. Snow and ice weight can hurry along the process. 
 
Before using your deck on the next nice day, get out and inspect it.  Start by checking to see if 
the deck stairs are deteriorated, as evidenced by cracking of the stringers, or soft/constantly wet 
support blocks for the treads.  Remember that pressure treated lumber does not last forever and 
decks that receive no yearly water sealer or stain last for an even shorter period of time.  Good 
quality pressure treated lumber, if properly maintained, is usually good for ten to fifteen years 
before the wood starts to deteriorate, but once it does it goes very quickly. 
 
Also be sure to look under the deck at the ledger/rim joint to see if there is any damage present.  
If you see any indication at all that the deck may have moved get away from the house do not 
use it until you call a contractor to come take a good look.  Newer decks do have a flashing  
installed over the ledger to prevent rain water from entering the space between the deck and the 
house.  However, before you or your children use the deck, make sure to get out there and 
check it.  When a deck collapses with people on or under it, serious and even fatal injuries can 
occur. 

Water Bills Are In the Mail 
 

 
Rob Bennett was out reading meters in February, and you have probably 

already received your water bill.  Please remember that you will incur penalties if the water bill 
is not paid within 30 days.  If a water bill remains unpaid at the next billing cycle, and that next 
bill also becomes past due, an additional $100 penalty will be assessed.  In today’s economy, 
none of us have money to waste, so please take care to make your payments on time. 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Easy Ways to Conserve Water 
 
 

 
  
 
 March 6-12 has been designated as National Groundwater Awareness Week, so it’s a 
prefect time to remind everyone of the importance of conserving this valuable resource.  Here 
are just a few examples of easy ways to save hundreds – even thousands – of gallons.  Not only 
will you be preserving the environment, you could also reduce your water bill! 
 
Don’t let it run:   Many of us have developed the bad habit of letting the faucet run while wait 
for the shower to warm up, while we brush our teeth, or while wait for a cold glass of water. 
Keeping a pitcher of water in the refrigerator or turning the faucet off while we brush our teeth 
can save several gallons of water each day! 
 
Fix the drip:   There is no such thing as a little drip. A leaky faucet with a drip of just 1/16 of 
an inch in diameter (about this big –o–) can waste 10 gallons of water every day.  Even worse 
than a dripping faucet is the silent toilet bowl leak.  This is probably the single greatest water 
waster in homes. A leak of one gallon every 24 minutes (an average amount if your toilet is not 
working properly) totals 2.5 gallons per hour or 60 gallons per day!  To check for a leak, place a 
few drops of food coloring in the toilet tank and wait.  If the color begins to appear in the bowl, 
you know you have a leak. 
 
Close the hose:   Letting the garden hose run faster or longer than necessary while we water the 
lawn or wash the car often becomes a careless and wasteful habit. A ½ inch garden hose under 
normal water pressure pours out more than 600 gallons of water per hour and a ¾ inch hose  
delivers almost 1,900 gallons in the same length of time. If left on overnight, one garden hose 
can easily waste twice as much water as the average family uses in a month! 
 
Irrigate Wisely:  If you must water your lawn, do so wisely.  Be sure to water only during the 
cooler parts of the day (early morning or late evening), and if there’s rain predicted, let nature 
do the watering for you.  How do you know if you lawn requires water?  Try this step test. If 
you walk across your lawn and the grass does not spring back up, then it's time to water.  
 However, most grass varieties require minimal watering (not more than 1/4 - 1/2 inch, once or 
twice a week).  Set a small cup next to your sprinkler to measure the amount your particular 
sprinkler delivers. 



Hometown Helpers 
 

 The Hometown Helpers are pleased to announce that they have partnered with the 
Minisink Valley Rotary.   We are proud to be affiliated with this wonderful organization, and 
since the Rotary has been so tremendously supportive of Hometown Helpers, we’d like to help 
support them by inviting you to participate in one of their upcoming events. 
 
 The Minisink Valley Rotary will be sponsoring a Blood Drive on April 10th at the 
Greenville VFW on Route 6, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  If you are able to be a blood donor, 
and are inclined to do so, please stop by the Greenville VFW on April 10th. 
 
 Just in case you haven’t already heard, the Hometown Helpers is a completely volunteer  
organization established to assist seniors and other adults with disabilities with various daily 
activities.  We assist our Neighbors in the Otisville and Mount Hope community.  If you can 
spare even an hour a month to visit with someone who is shut in, drive a senior to the doctors, 
shop for someone who can’t get to the grocery store themselves – then we need you!  
 Assignments are scheduled on an as needed basis, and you are always free to decline if you are 
unable to help with a particular request.  Anyone interested in learning more about becoming a  
Hometown Helper should call the Village Hall 386-5172 or the Town Hall 386-1460. 

 
Clean Up of Camp Birch Ridge  

 
A  Junior Girl Scout Troop of 15 wonderful girls, along with their Leader, Vivian Fiero, 

will be doing this community service as part of their Bronze award. 
  Camp Birch Ridge is located on Route 211 in Otisville, NY (across from Pizza Mania) 
and hasn’t been used as a camp in many years and they would like to help change that by  
repairing cabins, cleaning trails, planting flowers, and fixing up the fire pits.  

The girls have sent letters to local businesses asking for donations and or/gift cards to 
be able to do this.  They are asking all Troops in the Orange, Sullivan and Ulster counties to 
consider coming and helping out. It is also open to anyone who would like to come out and  
volunteer for this great cause. 

The time will be Saturday, May 21, 2011 from 9am to 5pm, with a rain date of Sunday, 
May 22nd.  All Girl Scout levels are able to come and help, Daisy's should come with a parent. 
Other levels must come with their leader or parent.  The more hands the better! 
             Anyone who is attending should bring gloves, rakes to clean up the trails, large trash 
bags for the garbage we pick up, and any tools they may need to help repair the cabins. 

If you are interested in supporting our local Girl Scouts, as well as the community, 
please contact Vivian Fiero at 845-386-5729 or email her at zumba68@hvc.rr.com 

Volunteering Makes Our Community Strong 



 
 

Village Website 
 

 If you haven’t done so lately, be sure take a minute to visit the new Village 
website at www.villageofotisville.com   You’ll immediately notice all of the  

enhancements which have already been made, and the Village Clerk is still hard at 
work with further site development.  You can now get most Village forms directly from the 

website, obtain contact information for all Village departments, read the minutes from Village 
meetings, and link to numerous other areas of interest.  Good work Janine! 

 As the weather gets warmer and the snow disappears, we can shake off winter by getting 
out and enjoying walks around the village.  If your dog is walking with you, remember that the 
Village has a leash law.  Regardless of how well behaved your pet may be, it must be kept on a 
leash whenever it leaves your property.  When you and your dog decide to take a walk, please 
remember to bring along the necessary items to clean up after your pet - whether in the street, 
on the sidewalk, or on a neighbor’s lawn.  We’re sure you know that Veteran’s Memorial Park 
is a pet friendly park.  However, we do ask that you not allow your dog under the pavilion, and 
of course, the “pooper scooper” and leash laws both apply even when you and your dog are in 
the park.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

Going for a Walk with Your Dog? 

OTISVILLE-MT. HOPE SUMMER YOUTH RECREATION 
 
The 2011 Camp will be in session from July 11- August 19, 2011.  Camp hours are 9a.m.-3p.m, 
Monday through Friday at the Otisville Elementary School on Mount Hope Avenue.  

 
Applications for staff positions will be available at the Village Hall starting March 15, 
2011.  Counselors must be at least 16 year of age on the first day of the program. 
Applications and 2 letters of recommendations must be returned to the Village Hall no later 
than April 29, 2011.  
Orientation & Training for all staff members will be held on July 7 & July 8, 2011 – attendance 
is mandatory. 
 
Once registration dates are established, they will be published in the Otisville Voice and will be 
posted at the Village and Town Halls.  Ordinarily registration takes place sometime in May.  
Those parents who provided email addresses to the Program Director last year will be notified 
by email of the registration dates.  If you have any question please call the Village Hall  
386-5172 or Sue Marshall, the Program Director 672-9214.  



 

Brian Wona, Mayor 
Trustees 

Diane Loeven 

JoAnn Ketcham 

Tammy Cauchard 

Richard Cash 

Village Hall 
66 Highland Ave. 
Otisville, New York 10963 
Hours: 8:30 - 2:30, Monday—Friday; 
1st Saturday , 9-12 

 
We are on the web! 

www.villageofotisville.com 
Village Update 
Village of Otisville 
66 Highland Ave. 
Otisville, New York 10963 

Saturday Hours  
 
 To assist those who cannot get to the Village Hall during the week, we are 
ordinarily opened on the first Saturday of each month.   


